The remarkable fact, to which the author calls the attention of toxicolooists is the property which fatty bodies possess of presenting an obstacle to the solubility of arsenious acid, either in plain water, or in water slightly acid, or alkaline. A large number of experiments have proved to him that the least contact of arsenious acid, in the concrete state, with a fatty body, is sufficient to reduce its solubility in these different menstrua to one-fifteenth or one-twentieth of what it would be, cxteris paribus, without the intervention of the fatty principle,?a fact which may easily be ascertained by testing the proportion of arsenic dissolved by means of starch and tincture of iodine. Since a mere trace of any fat whatever is sufficient to produce this effect, and since neither acids nor energetic bases oppose any obstacle to it, it is evident that there is not in this case any chemical combination between the arsenious acid and the fatty body; and that, therefore, the latter can only interfere mechanically by soaking the arsenious acid, so as to remove it from the action of the aqueous fluids, which would dissolve it. This fact, in itself so simple, is susceptible of numerous applications in toxicology. It explains, in the first place, how it has happened that, in medico-legal analyses, arsenic has sometimes been sought for in vain in the
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